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Cannot quit the Difcourfe of Plays 
without a Word abeut fober Plays, a 
thing now mightily talk’d of, I know 
no Argument remains, but that by which 


4 any Pretence to defend the Stage can be 


rais'‘d. 
Now, if I would allow fuch a thing, 


which really I cannot, it comes before me to 


examine, when was fuch a Play aéted, and 
what Reception did it meet with. 


Let fuch Gentlemen ask Mr. Dennis, if his 


Liberty afferted,' did not want the fafhion- 


able Guft to pleafe the Palate of the Town; 
and all its Regularity of Parts, all its real 


Beauties of Performance could not fupply 


the Defeét. 


Tis true, Menof Vertue fometimes go 
to Plays But I woujd ask, dothey 


£0 to gratifie that Vertue; or to pleafe a 


THE 


NATION 
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meaner Part of their Inclination, and which 
do they find moft forward to prompt their 
Attendance ! 

I fhall not trace our Plays here to exe 
pofe the Indecencies of them, ’tis done to 
my Hand; Mr. Collier has purfued them 
thro’ all their dark Ways,and dete@ed them 
of all that’s wicked and prophane. 

But after all thofe powerful Reafons a- 
gainft them, what fhall we‘fay to the Gen- 
tlemen at Oxford, who entertain and en- 
courage among them thofeExciters ofCrime 
to carry on the fcandalous Trade among the 
Students,and crowd the young Ears of thofe, 
who are fent tMere to be initiated intoa 
Love of Learning and Vertue, with the 
loofe and lewd Excurfions of our Mob Wit, 
and common Street Eloquence. 


What 
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What can be faid toexprefs fo notorious J 


a Breach of Truft, both upon the honeft 
Founders of our Colleges for the Induétion 
of Youth,and the hone&Families of Englifo 
Gentry, who fend their Children to the 
Univerlities to be fitted and form’d for the 
Service of God ang theic Country ? 

But (ober Plays’! {ober Plays may be aét- 
ed, [ay thefe People ; Well, Gentlemen.of 
Oxford, which are they? Was Sir fobs 
Falftaff a {ober Playswhich you wentix form 
fo encourage, and which you had atted for 
the Repair of aChurcb,by which you fet that 
fatal Example, which the Reverend Dr. 
L——=r pleaded ia Défence of the_fecond 
Edition of #Licenfe to the Stage here in 
London? 1s Roc that Play as full of prophane, 


immoral; and fome blafphemous Parts; as” 


moft now extant? Is not Religion banter’d 
it it, the Church ridicul’d, and your Maker 
difhonour’d ? 

Pray, Gentlemen, let fome of your learn- 
ed Society defend that Play; and tell us, 
how the chaft Ears, of a Proteftant Divine 
could bear fo hear the Affronts to his Dig- 
nity and Profeffion, as aéted upon your own 
Stage! Let them defend, ifthey can, your 
casrying the Students of the Univerfity to 


-a Play, where they fhould fee the facred 


Office, which they were then qualifying them- 
Selves to undertake, bantted by Scoundrets; 
made the Sport of the Stage, and the Aétors 
clapt and huzza’d by the Profeffors of it 
——lIs this the Encouragement to Youth to 
enter into the facred Employment, which 
they fee thall always be the Jeft and Ridi- 
cule of che World ; and that they are to 
expeét thé Scoffs of the. Stage, ahd the 
Contempt even. oftheir Teachers? 
Well, Gentlemen, the Players are gone 
dowa to Oxford ——— Having entred into 
the Servicewf the Sacred here, and having 
fais'd a Fund of 504. for repairing a Cha- 


éngae'd in “Chureh Work for good and 


But take. this Caution with you, Gentle- 
men, to regulate your felves by ; that every 
Play they .aét before you, frapbe fhown to 
the World, the Spirir of the Review thal 
be with yous and there fhall not be a bawdy 


fais d a Fung of People 5 if in a 
Rely war mil chs Weel fay, but thatrow © Beth ea hae ee 
they are entirely lifted inthe Rofl, and 


eft (poken, nor a prophane Sénténcé re. t 
peated, but he will tell the World, who 
laught and who did not ; Nota Doéor, 
not a Head of a Houfe, not a Fellow ofa ! 
College fhall go to them, but they tha) 
hear of it 3 and if you will be made pub- 
lick, Gentlemen, and particular for {can-— 
peepee. your Profeffion, and reproaching 
the Age, take it for your Paias—This Pa- 
per declares againft your Praétice, nofyour 
Perfons  againft the Crime, not the Colles 
ges; isan Enemy to your Vice, not your 
Univerfity ; and it you will fin in pablick, — 
you muft be content to.hear of it in publick. 
Give me no occation, Gentlemen, I fhall — 
be as proud of duing Juftice to your Ver- 
tue, as in éxpofing your Folly; -I fhallbe __ 
as forward in acknowledging your ftritt 
Government and regular Suppreffion of the j 
Vices and Follies of the Youth under your — | 
t 


| 


Care, as in dete&ting the Omiffions of Du- 
ty. I have never attempted to expofs the 
perfonal Vices and notorious Crimes, come 
mitted in our Univerfities; I know, where 
a, Multicude of Youth are plac’d, there 
will be Folliés, and will be Rakes, and none. 
of the Immoralities of your Pupils refle 
upon the Univerfities themfelves as fuchs 
butthole which are wink’t at; conniv’d or 
entdurag’d by the Government of the Uni- 
verfity; if your Vice-Chancettors;- Heads — 
of Houfes, ©&c. correé the Crimes they 
meet with, they keepup the Reputation 
of Difcipline———Butif thefe committhe _ 
Crimes they ought to punifh, that isthe 
A& of the whole, and their Faults tefleé 
upon the general Charaéter. — a 

I was always of Opinion, that our Re- | 
formation of Manners muft begin among — 
our Mafters, or it will never be finith’d a- 
mong ,our Mob ; the Examples of Magi- _ 
fttates and Rulers are the Pole-Stars of the 
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deceives no body but my felfs but if the 
Town Clock ftrikes falfe, it impofes upon 
the whole Parifh~—You, Gentlemen, there- “_ 
fore to whofe Charge the Hopes of the Nae 
tion are committed, in the Flower of our 
Families, and the growing Supporters of 
Learning ; if you mif-guide, if youlead to 
Vice, Imm@rality and Propharenefss if you. 
teach our young Clergy to frequent Plays, 
Inter- — 


> 
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Interludes and Theatrical Entertalnthen#s, 


not to God only, butto Men, you will be #, 


 cail’d to anfwer for the Breach of Trott 
You betray the Honour of your Profefiioh, 


ee ~ and the good Name of the Univeriity. 


And that] may remind yow of this, and 
at the fame time do Juftice to your Bre- 
thren, who have more faithfully executed 
the Duty of their Places in.a Truft of the 
fame Kind; humbly recommend te’ you 
the Example of your Sifter Cambridge — 

Hew have the Players been receiv’d 


me” ‘there, and how their Encroachments re- 


fented ‘The Devil has been always 
forward co creep into the Habirations of the 
faithful, and to make good a certain Verfe 
I prefume you have beard of; That 


Where ever God eres a Fhoufe of Prayer, 
The Devil always builds a Chapel there. 


The Players, not at all improperly call’d 
the Devil’s Brokers, have made fundry At- 
tempts to introduce themfelves at Cam- 


bridge 3 nor are they without a-much bet- 


‘ter Pretence for it, than at Oxford; which 
Pretence would form fuch an Excufe for the 
_ Canrabrigians, as could not well be objeéted 
_ againft, till other places fuppreft them al- 
fo ; I mean the vaft Concourfe of People to 
_ Stourbridge Fair. 

Here the Players have feveral Times at-: 
tempted to ere& the Devil's Chapel, and 
fet up under Pretence of fuperiour Licen- 
fes5 which Infolence the late Reverend 
Vice-Chancellor rewarded by committing 


_Dogget the Player to Jail ashe deferv’d, 


and ordering che Booth buile for their 
Theatre to be demolifh'd, effeually root- 
ing up the Plantation of Vice they had 
ereéted, and banifhing them from the Place. 

How much more to the Honour of that 
Univerfity was this, than to fee the Vice- 
Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford, with 


= the Heads of Houfes in their Formalities, 


oin Proceffion, follow’d by the Students, 
nhabitants, and Ladies to the Play-bcufe ? 
which to me feems like a Pi&ure I once faw 
abroad of King Solomon, with all his Court 
and a Train of Foreign Wives, Anglicé, 


@ Whores; having turn’d his Back upon the: 


Tethpie, she Houfe of God of bis oven Buitds 
4g, and going m Proceffion to offerSa- 
€rifice to the Devil. 

I forbear to turn the Improvement of- 
this into Satyr, as it really deferves; be- 
caufe 3 take it co be a ferious thing, and 
for 2 Lanuentation to England. ¥ knowy. 
"tis a Grief to many worthy gocd Men, as 
welt among the Clergy,'as the o:her Memi- 
bers of the Church of England; who daily 
pray and. with to fee ic reform’d. { befeech. 
God to open the Eyes of the Perfons cone 
cern’d, to fee how thefe Praétices lay the 
Ax te the Root of the Church; how Vice 
in Authority, Vice in the Bowels of the 
Church, is a Sword at the Heart, a Mine 
under the Foundation, a Traytor in the: 
Bofom, and the End will infallibly be ei- 
ther the Subverfion of true Religioa, or in. 
the Shame and Punithment of the Guilty. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Wi Notice has been given in this 
Paper, of a Book preparing for the 
Prefs; being an Impartial Hiftory of che 
TranfaGtions of the Excife-Office, &e. 
And whereas feveral Gentlemen have 
heen at the Printer’s of this: Paper to de- 
fire, ‘that their feveral Greivances and. 
Oppreffions .may be inferted in the faid: 
Account, which Mr. Matthews ng being 
concern’d in che faid Book, could give no 
dire& Anfwer to. 
Thefe are to give Notice ; that if any. 
Gentlemen, who have heen ill treated by 
the Commiffioners of Excife, are defirous 
to have their Cafes included, and will bring. 
them fo teftified and vouch’d’, that the Aue: 
thor may be {atisfied, they are true in. 
Fa& and impartially related, they fhall have 


: Juftice done them in the faid Relation, 


provided they are brought in before the 
18th. of this inftant Auguft.to Betty’s Coffee: 
Ffoife near the Pell Mell over againft the 
Hay-market, directed to Avdrew. Bowyer, 
Efquires. 


AB: 


A LL Members of the Amicable Society 
for a Perpetual Affurance-Offise (now 
Incorporated by Her Majefty’s Letters Pate 
‘sents under the Great Seal of England) are 
efired to take Noitce ; that abe Diretors fit 
aily at Mr. Uartley’s,over againft St- Dune 
tan’s Church in Fleetftreet, from 10 to 12: 
in the Forenoon, and from 310 6 inthe Afters 
noon, Holidays excepted, for the Delivery 
of Policies, and tke Subferiptions being near 
compleated + thofe, who bave already Sub- 
fcribed, are defired to take out thcir Policies 
with all convenient Speed, it being thought 
necefjary to admit, afrer the 6th. of Septem- 
ber ext, of wewSubjcribers in the Room of 
thofe, who fhall neglect to proceed according to 
their Subjcriptions. ; 


‘Ju Publith’d, 

Differtation upon the tenth Chapter 
A of the fourth Bouk of Mr. Locke’s 
Eifay, concerning byman Underftanding. 
Wherein that Author’s endeavours to efta- 
blith Spizoza’s Atheiftical Hypothelis, 
more efpecially in thac tenth Chapter, are 
difeover’'d ahd confuted. To which is fub- 
joyn’d 3 a fhort Account of the Senfe where- 
of the Titles of, and the Reafonings in the- 
following pernicious Books, are to be un- 
derftood, viz. The Reafonablenefs of Chri- 
ftianity. Chriltianity not myiterious. The 
Rights of the Ghriftian Church, Sc. As 
alfa, how that Senfe.and thofe Reafonings 
are bottom’d, upon the Hypothelis efta- 
blifhed in the faid-Effay of Human Under- 
ftanding. . By VVilliam -Caroll. Sold by 
Fobn Morphew near Starioners-Hall, 1706. 


Pr. A Se 
Jnft pul. hh’d, 

New Defcription of the World, de- 

lineating Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America;.with a Map and-Tables of the 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities 
therein, together with a Chronological and 
Hiftorical Account-of the Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governments, Religion, Langua- 
£¢8, Cuftoms, Commodities, Revolutions. 
and Rareties thereof. By A Curfon, Gent. 
Priacgl, and fold by the Bookfellers of Lon- 
domand WeitudtFer, 17066 — 
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Juft Publifh’d,  : 
URE DIVINO, aSatyrin twelve Books, 
Folio. Written by the Author of the 
True-Born-Englifo-man;And for the Conve- 
nience of theGentlemen,whe ave {ub{crib’d 
or are willing to have the faidBook; Parcels 
both Bound and in Quires, are left at the 
following Places. yy 
“At Capt. Hasley’s, Stationer in St. Paul's 
Church- Yard. 
At Mr. Clark’s, Bookfeller in the Ofd- | 
Change. ¥g 
At Mr. fobn Matthews; Printer in Littlee 
Brittain. q 
At Mr. ames Rawlins, Printer in Queens. — 
Head- Alley, Pater-Nofter: Row. ee | 
At Mr. Morpbews, near Stationers-Hal, 
At Old or Coffee-Houfe,in Birchin-Lanc. | 
At Robinfon’s Ccffee-Houfe near St. Ann’s | 
Chao wetaiope, ‘ ar | 
At Mrs. Bond's at Charing-Crofs. 
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Pi 
HOMBI SCOLETEINI : Or, the Lozenges 
for Killing Worms. Thefe Lozenges are _ 
not caly effectual inthat Diftemper, but are 
fo in all Scorbutick Cafes; Lofs of Appetites 
Loathfomnefs to Meat ; Pains in the Head and 
Stomach; they expel the Gravel, help the 
Dropfie, Gout, and Rheumatifm, Cure the | 
Aguc, and.are an excellent Cleanfer after 
S:nall Pox, Meazles, and Child-Bearing. Pre- 
pee only by Rulph Owner, Apothecary, at the — 
eftle and Mortar, next door but one to the — 
Crown, near the May-Pol inEaft-Smithfield, 


¥ " ; 
. 
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Speedily will be Publith’d, a 
A Certain and perfect Cure for the Gout. _ 

ne a Treatife dilcovering the genc- — 
ral Miftakes in the Doctrine of Acids andAl- _ 
kalics, fo far as it regards Difeates, and the — 
Dodtrine of Volatile Alkalies afferted. Prine 


ted for George Strahan at the Gold Lia oe 
Cornhil. ak, olden Ballin | 
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Y Sea or Land, the Venereal Difcafe — 
is Cured with Safety, Speed, Privacy, Cer- 
ainty, and without Confinement, by Dré ; 
at the Golden-Bull, in Half-moon-Court on Lud- 
gate-Hill, who has had 12 Years Experience, and i 
me ss fens gh paca Difesfe — 
a Box of his Papers ‘0 ith — 
Printed Direions; Prices A phe, a 
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